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Dr. C.R. Sokol

Aug. 15, 1916, to March 11, 2002 
      Dr. C.R. Sokol, 85, a longtime State Center physician, died Monday, March 11, at the
Southridge Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, where he had resided since Feb. 15.

      He was born Aug. 15, 1916, at Kinross, Keokuk County, one of three children of
Harry and Myrna (Fish) Sokol. He graduated from Collins High School in 1933. His
family had moved to Collins when he was a young boy. He attended Iowa State
University, where he remained until transferring to the University of Iowa, where he
received his medical degree in 1940. In the same year, he was commissioned into the
United States Army Air Corps. He entered the service on July 1, 1941, at Lowery Field in
Denver, Colo. He was the head flight surgeon for the 15th Fighter Group of the Army Air
Corps. He went to Hawaii and also Iwo Jima as part of his military career. He returned to
the United States in 1946 and began practicing medicine in State Center, retiring 35 years
later. On Nov. 25, 1950, he married Gayle Lindberg in San Francisco, Calif. In 1978, the
couple was grand marshals of the Rose Festival Parade in State Center. Dr. Sokol was a
member of the Collins United Methodist Church, the State Center Harlan G. Pfantz Post
#122 American Legion, the Collins Masonic Lodge (33rd degree), the State Center Lions
Club, the Marshall County Medical Society, the Iowa Medical Society and will be fondly
remembered as loving to fish and visit with patients and friends alike.

      Survivors include his wife of 51 years, Gayle, who resides at Southridge in
Marshalltown; three children, Joia (and Brian) Thompson of Goose Creek, S.C., Charles
(and Karen) Sokol of Salt Lake City, Utah, and Carol (and Don) Welty of Oak Ridge,
Tenn.; 11 grandchildren; and one brother, George (and Kay) Sokol of Bella Vista, Ark.

      He was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Harriet VanNorstrand.

      Funeral services were held Saturday at Estel-Perrin-Avey Funeral Home Chapel in
Marshalltown. Burial was in the Evergreen Cemetery at Collins, with military honors by
the Harlan C. Pfantz Post #122 State Center American Legion. 
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